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1. 11 September 1939. Letter tr'"" Roosevelt to Cburohill. 

?.. S llarch 1940. Telegram 1418 troe~ Roooevalt to Cburobill. 

J. 16 llq 1940. Telegram IBn tr• Rooosva1t to Churcbill. 

4 . JO llq 1940. Letter trocn Rooo.,..e1t to Churchill. 

s. 1J June 1940. Tel.egramo lro10 Roooevelt to Churchill and Reynaud • 

. 6. 12 ~ 1.940 (?) . ll>dated letter b'om Rooo.,..elt to Lor<l Lotbian, 
Briti.oh f)abBao;y, requesting hila to exproeo &)¥'eoi.otion to 
Churchill. 

7. '19 J.uguat 1940. Letters from Rooo.,..elt to Cburobill and llackon21e 
l1Dg. 

S. 23 Sept,..'bQr 1940. Tel.egram 13166 b'om Roooevelt to Cburohill. 
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U Septollbor 1939 

'·· 
Lotter fro• Prooident Rooonolt to ll'in.oton Cburehill, 
ll Septe..ber 19)9. 
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5 llarch 1940 

Copy of tel egrllll #418 ' from Roosevelt to Cburchill, 
dated S llarch 1940. 

For exchange of letters between President Roosevelt and 
Secretary of State Hull conce rning this telegram, see 
correspondence filed ~.~nder date of 11 llovomber 1941 • 
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COPY:$$ 

AloiERICAN EUBASSY 

LONOON 

ltl8 

T ELEGRAJ,f SENT 

Tour u90, February 28, 6 p .m. 

GRAY 
!larch $, 19uO 

.3 p .m. 

PlollSe convey followina message to tho Kavnl Person 

from the President . 

QUOTE Upon 1J1:f return to Washington, I received your 

ceeaaee. I deeply appreciato your efforts . I am havintl 

the aituation thoroughly studied and wlll co.....ul\l.cate with 

you .f'urther as soon as possible . END QUOTE 

Roosevelt. 

(CWO) 

PA/D A-D 

' 
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THC WMITlt MOU.C 
-MIHIITOif 

t.i!J.!ORAll l.ll.n! FOR T!U:: PRE:SI!/!al"r• 

Adolf Borlo ukod me to givo thia to you 
. I 

s. u. t .. 

(Pono11 note) 

"o.x. 

F.O. R." 

• 

J v , 
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OBPARTI.IE!iT OF SrAl'E 
ASSISTANr SECRJ:.'I'ARY 

J.l.c.rch 5 , 1940 

Concerning tho reply to th.o "'ossat;o from tho "Naval Poroon•, 

Soorot&l")' llu.ll aalca mo to tu&goat tho attached oo.blo. It ..,rely 'bllyo 

\1& another forty-oi~ houro to ""rl< on tho lit\lation. 

Tho principal point at is suo is tho Moore "•Cormick J'\lll to 

Borgen. If that line koopo ita contract with Brazil, and turno over i ts -st ,, 
shipa to tho Bruilian govornrnent, tho Gorgon run probabl y 110uld auto-

catioa14' coaao. It it 1a rotainod , arrangconta could be ""rkod o\lt covorin!; 

tho situationt but they will take a few <~B.Y•• 

/a/ A, A, B, . Jr • 

I 

0007 



...... II, 1140 . 

AldalGAI -·en 
• 

'low 410, ,._._, U , a P· • · 

neue .. .,.., toU.Wlllc _..,. te .u IIQal 

... - '"- Ule ,..u._., 
QIIOft OpM ., ...... te We&,...._, I 

I'Mel,...& ,._. •••• .... I &Mp17 ..,.eeta....--' 
.,_ etforte. I .. llaYillc tile enuua 

•hro ptr ••41•& aa4 wUl • aleate wit!l 

1011 ,..tllar u - u pOeUiale. ID QDIIh 

••lllaDI 

(•1cnod i~ p~o11) 

AOOSZ\'llt.T 

REGRADED 
UNCL/> ~S I F !Eu 

--
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16 llay 1940 

Telegram Nr, 872 tram Roosevelt. to Churchill, dated 
16 llq 19t.o. 

· l.nners Churchill ' s telegram Nr . 1216, lS Ill¥ 1940. 

1 • 

For exchange o( letters between President Roosevelt and 
Secretary ot State !lull concerning this telegram, s ee 
correspondence .Cl. l.ed under date o£ ll November l94l . 
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REGRADED 

UN CLASS IF u: . ..,~ 

COPI 

NO DISfRI Bun ON 

AllERt OAN !I<Bo\SSY 

LOIIDON 

OIUY 
lloy 16, 19h0 

11RQ!lft. •••••••• fOR Tim~. 
tour 1216. Ka.y lS, 6 , .:. 

n .... tTanal!l!. t the tollowtn.a De:Saq:• rn. \.he Pre81dont. 

Q!XIT! I ht.•t just rec.siTetdi 70\ll' IIIOUJ.SO and I a aure it 

1a un:neceaaa.ry tor JDe to say that. I am 11101t. bappy to continue 

our pri•tte correspondence u • • have in t.M pttt. . 

t 111, or cour:so, g1 ving e•ery pouible consldtrat.icn to the ', 

O'\IC81tt.i<l'ls mde in yrur mosugo. 1 eMll tako up ycur apec.itlc 

propo.llt one b7 one . 

Firat. with regard to the poaeible loen ot tony or t1tt.y 

or OW' older deatroyer.! 0 A.a 70~ know • •tep or t.Mt. ldtld eouid 

not. be taken uc-vt. with tbe apeci!lc aut.borla.at.loo or the 

Concr••• and I aa not. catain t.bat U. wwld. b4 wiae tor that 

n&&Mt.iOI\ t.o be asde to the Coa.cre•• at. \hit &ODtnt . Further­

*"'• it. see.a to 1!11!1 doubt.f'ul, fMII the tt.andpo1nt Of OW' own 

dettnll r.qu1re1DI!Inta, which must 1nnitabl7 be llnlcecl Y1th the 

dttenn rtctuir.ant.!l ot this badaphe~ and with out obliS*Uona 

-
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-2-

1n the Pacific, Whot.hor we could dispose even t.nporarily ot 

these dest.royera . l'urther110re. eve.o it we were able to t.ake 

the: step you aucgoat., it -would be at least tix or ''"" weeks 

at a ld.ni;;wa, as 1 ••• it, before these vessels could lmdortako 

active service under t~t Brit1eh !lag. 

Second. \'le an n011' doing everything 'tt1thin our power t.o 

make it PQasible tor tho Allie-d Oovom.monta to obtain tho 

btest. types of l.ire·rart in the United States. 

Third. It lb-. F\am.a M7 receive 1.-oc:Uato 1n8'tnact.1ona 

to dUcuss the qoeat.im or ant1-e1rera.tt. equip:.ent. and amunttion 

wtt.h the .appropri.ote authorit.ies here in Washin, ton, the aoet 

ravorable eondderat.lon will be c1ven to the :request Cftdo in the 

light or our own detenao needs a.nd requirements . 

Fourth. l!r. Purv1a hae alread.y ta.kon up '!lith tho appropr iate 

authoriti es here the purchasa or s t eel in the United Statea ani 

I und.ertt.Md that .satletact.ory arrangements have been udo. 

Ft.tt.b. I sha11 p .. .t'Urthor cm.si.doration to JOU.r nggeat.ion 

Wit.h regard to the rleit. of t.he ~ted Stat.e!l Squadron to Irith 

porb . 

Sixth. Aa you know, tho American neat is now concentrated at 

KawaU where it will re1111111'1 at leaet for the tiM bo1na. 

I shell communicate with you again ea s oon t.e I reel able 

t,.o Wo a ti.n.11 decilion with reg3ni to eooa of t.he other 

dtt.era dealt 11it.h 111 your noaaa.ge and 1 hope )'OU will feel tree 

to coa::unicate w1t.b .. 1n tht• 1137 at any t.Sae . 

' 
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1'h• belt. o! ludc t o you . tm~UOTI 

• 

U:ST:IJ 

, 

Tl'Jnklin P.oo~e\'Olt. • 

!lUlL 

(SY) 
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Let. ter from P.ooaevelt. to Cburchl.llJ dat..ed )0 W.ay 191.0. 

A.ncYtn CbW"ehill' a lott.er ot 7 Way 1.9!.0, t nclot1n& • 
l"'port. "Tbe Battle o! t be R.hor Plate. • 
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Telogr .,.. !rom tbo Proal.clont to Primo 11in1ator Cbw-chiU 
ond ~imo lliniotor Reynaud, datod lJ Juno l9bo. 
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THt UND[R 51CR£TAAY or STATC 

WASHINGTON 

Juu 13, 1~ 

NT deu Mr. Preeidentl "' 

\ \ 

In aooor~oe with rour roqutlt, I oa returnl.q 

to J OU h er tw1 ~ tile original drath ot the teltgraa• 

oent tllio .. rniDS atter our oonterenoe. 

hlieYI M 

~~L \!{ ! 

I J 

lllOI . 

!be Pru1dnt , 

!he Wb.1 t e BoWie . 

-· 
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I'Ali'AAINO OFI'ICC 
WI LL INOICAlC WH&T H(Jt 

TELEGRAM SENT TO BC TIIIANUollnCD 

~o:K"OC.NfiAL COOl. 
Coll«t 

Cbargt to 
$ 

IIOWQOI'O" IDCIIl J41.. COOl£ 

•• Brpruhuem of..jj.ta:f:e_ 
THE WHl'rl!! Hal SE w ..,\fntton, 

June 13, 1940 

AIIEIUCAN El!BASSl: 

PARIS 

FOR Tlti: Al!BABBADOR Fl10l! THE 

PRESIDENT. 

Ploaae do whatever ~ be possible to ci:mmun1cate 

the following message immediately to the Primo Kin1a tor: 

QUarE Your meee~~ 1govod me very deeply. Aa I 

have alrea4y etated to you and to !lr, Churoh1ll , this 

"'-''" 

Governl!lant is doing everything 1n 1 te power to make avail-

able to the Allied Governments the material they eo ID'gently 

require ~o~r e r.c::..:o do eti ll .moro are biin r e- t 1. -I 
doubled. 1~~s ~~k~t~{.'u~ ~~rr· 

'l'he magn.1t1cent roeistanoe ot the FrenohA ~:. 
pr of oundly 1mpreeaed tho Amorioan people. [:hey hope and 

they that tho ertorta or 

euoooaat ul in 

• 

impose on the 

oan and IDUat 

Enclp/H .. J !v ----- ----· 
REGRADED 

UNCLASSlFlE..J 
SUll !v .,...., - --- M .. _ 19_ - ------

J0 19 
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'lllV:.vti.H!l Of'f'Jtt 
WIU,. lto:OieA'fC 'M!el'Hut 

c.!Jed 

Ot.ta• D-t~t 

CbtJttt 
s 

.. 

desperate 

p 

U:S11:1111 

En<tpi. • .J "' - --

T ELEGRAM SENT 

Bepadttunt of jjtaf:l!' 

lO • 1 fltAIII»tlnt.O 

cooq-lotJfOM. CIOOC 

~IODfTIAL COliC 

f'AJI'TAIIt 

THE 'lrlm'E HOUSE 

-~ 

nt1nued with the aagn1f1oent 

ev11 cannot at the 

' I 

"""*" 

once o.ge.1n 

however 

1f tho oon­

- .11\4'8"' so r,.,. 41o­

van.J 

SMIJ,t_.,., ____ M., 19- - -----
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Undat.e<l 
(12 Jul;r 19401) 

. Undated letter !'rom Roosevelt. to Lord Lothia.n, Or1t1eb 
Saba,sS)", r aq,ueatins him to expreee epproeiatioo to 
Cburcbill. .. 
Answers Lord Lolhian' s latter ot 9 J11l7 19110, tran .. ll~~l..ni 
a cesaage, to the PHddent. rrom Churchill . 

~ ,· 
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T~E WHITE H O US& 

WASHINGTON 

Jul.r u,. lNO .. .i-.. .. ~ ..... _ -· --.· 

( 
!liE BlilOJ\I'J.'ARY or aun 

Por pzoeparatloD of NPlr 

w Lotblan. 

r. b. L 

Dlolonre'e f4r/.-. 
J 

' 

Secret letter to the President 7/9/40 
from Lord Lothian, British Embassy, 
enclosing e copy of a telegram to the 
President from the Primt: Hinister re­
garding the appt . of the Duke of Windsor . 
as Governor of the Bahamas. lk Says 
the Prime Minister was particularly 
anaious that the P. should have advance 
information of this appt. However due 
to the receipt of the message in a 
corrupt form and nlso due to leakage 
it was necessary to arrange for the appt. 

" to be announced this evening by the . 
British Broadcasting Company." 



\ .·Y-- ,} 

~l 

My dear Mr. President: 

DIIJAJlnt111T 0, aTATIE ......... ,.o. 

JuJ.y 1~. 1940 

With reference to your memorandum or July 11,1940, 

I am returning herewith Lord Lothian ' s letter, together 

with a draft of a repl y which you may care to send to 

him. 

- Enclosures: 

1. From Lord Lothian, 
July 9' 1940. 

2. Draft. 

The President, 

The White House: 

002 4 



JUL 1 2 l\l41l 

., ....... ._Wiatt 

ftUl ..... Ill tl .... _.,.. ...... ,.., U,Utl, 

l II IAU '• -.....&• Lef& l.eUAII'I le\._, ···t 7 ........... ~ ............. _ ....... 
..... 

•• 11 tAt 

1. it .... loetblll, •• l ... . 
•• • 

........... 
......... l 

? 

-
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19 Augwot 19 ·0 

Let.Wrl tro~ Roo-Sevelt. to Cbvchill (tbroQib .laba111dor 
le)>l>ooly) and M.ci<en&a ElJI&, doted 19 August. 19110, on­
clotS.,. cow of .U..xaD:Ier Klrlc:'e l.et.ter or 29 J\ll.)' 191.0 
to tbo l'r.,.idont. 
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:::_ -e:,~• 1lalflltoa a=••*-11111, fl.e~ ••. 

==~· 
(~tc•i zss) Oopy o~ Alexander Kirk'• letter of July 29, 1940 , 

\ 
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l Q1K tWA~ wU1 ~~-' ,... 

u---...-.-u . ..,,... .... ua 
......... ,_- ..n-. ~ .... _..._. 
la a .... " .. ..,. tal ...,.. ,.. 

llllltft -• I **• t•U 1 tit lie jilil D I 

"" W .. "- of tile _. .. CIJJitCI II. 

,._,_., 

......... I N• 
.,,, • ..,_. r u ~o.a.e .• 

..S.~ft/1-· 
otl • 

··~. 
(lnoloaura) Copy of .Uoxanl1er J:lrlt 'a le~ter of July 29, 1940. 

-. 

,. 
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~ :.:-t. •. ·l:a . a 

It le po4, tednll, to pt ,._. J.e~ -

... JOW -...:J.-tt•• of tale elft&tlM I fMM ........ ,. ... 
~-."' ~ . YIN 'Wlll llaw n.4 ~ .. ...U.C •• 

•ull le Dllc oa lata a a. • 1 ;lne ••"• 

of ....... a. al-.e -~hi)' .... boo 

ot.H•t ur ....... ..,.._ ... On , • 

... at- ......... well. 

a a aa.-. .. z a,.,.. 

' ' 

' 
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Ber~1n , Jul y 29, 1940. 

!!y dear !.lr . President: 

I tully reel~ze the~ you are no~ · to be ~por~unod 

with lengthy or superfluous meaaagea but there is a 

matter muoJ> on my mind and one ·•h1ch I dare not treat 

by telegrnph1o report. 

It ia perhaps anomalous that at a time when tbe 

entire world seems to be concentrated on the ·mechanics 

ot war tbe main emphasis 'in rumor and report, at least 

insofar as Berlin is concerned, baa lately been on the 

subject ot pe~ce between England and Oermany. It ia 

futile to argue about the possible origin of these 

rumors for it 1a as easy to find support tor the opin­

ion that they aro inspired as it is to believe that 

they are the man1testat1on ot a natural incl ination on 

the 

The Pree1dent , 

The Wh1 t o House. 
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the pert ot war-tired peoples. It is useleaa also to 

teat the sincerity ot tbeao expressions, tor again it 

is not only 1mpooo1ole to plooo the reeponaioility for 

thei r utter&noe on any particular source , but also to 

etrike en accurate balance or the relative advantages 

t~ tho Gorman standpoint ot an ~ed1ato poace with 

Englend , Tho tact remains thnt talk is inoiatent on 

this suojoot and wit hin the loot few days threa private 

individuals, an Amorice..n, a Hollander and a SWede , bavo 

brought me stories or peace ottorts allegedly sponsored 

by high Nazi oftioials, but 4ooidodly not by Hitler him­

sol t - - storioa which I could not r eport in det ai l owing 

to the · certain <18.Dger i nvolved to the indi vi duel s t ho:n­

aol ves . 

The purpose ot tbis letter, however, 1a not to 

evaluate tbeao ~ored octivities i n r el ation to Nazi 

aima or pol1o1eo. My purpoaa is aololy to regi s ter my 

profound conviction tba~ any concession on tho part ot 

the British C.Ovornnent now would destroy torover the 

chance of era4iont1ng tho roroos which are threatening 

our own ci vilization . In oaying t his I nm not t hinking 

ot England 1teolt ror,it I 414, I might hoeitato at tho 

thous~>t ot tho terrific 4ennation llhl.ch 11161 well be 

in prospect and of which the beginning ie now bei ng aet 

t rom 

0031 
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from week ~o week. Hitler haa always t ried to at-

tain his aims at the lowest possible cost to himself 

and bas so tar triumphed in that policy, but there has 

never been eny doubt that in the last analysis be would 

and be oust pay any price to attain bis ends if tbey 

can not be othe~se achieved . There is every reason 

to believe that be wants to finish this particul a r 

phase or. the war . whether tor the purpose of turning ...... 

his war machine in other directions or or indulging in 

expressing h.is colossal ego through rebuilding in his 

own way on the ruins or what be Will have destroyed. 

A short war requires, in the first place, the speedy 

subJugation of England either through the peace be migbt 

be ready to negotiate now. or through the s~ or worse 

=ethOds than those which prevailed in France, and, in 

the second place, the certainty that with England si­

lenced the for ces of democracy would be annihilated. 

As regards the first requirement, tho greatest triumph 

tor Hi tler would be e humiliating and unjust peace 

wrenched f r om England without a fight, for the hope is 

just~fied that even the con~ueat or the British Isles 

need not end resistance. Aa tor the second requirement 

tbe greatest factor ia our own country and, I firmly 

believe, the ~ontrolling foetor. Hitler has never lost 

eight of the United States although there are times when 

he 

0032 



""' 

-4-

he believes t hat he can di sregard our pert on the 

gr ound or the time el ement involved. '1/ithin the last 

tew weeks, however, I feel that hi s anxi ety on our 
.. 

account has redoubled. He sees what we are doing and 

that we shall not atop, and he must know that we con-

.~ ,.stHute a_,. problem which even he ow npt solve . It is 

natural to say that there is a l i mit t o a one-man show 

and that in time Hitler must eradi cate himse l f. That 

v 

may be true but t he rate of his progr ess reduces the 

saVing grace of the tima factor and the force which he 

has developed can be stopped onl y by force. The first 

stand in thi s struggle i s for E~gland to hold out against ,. 
any peace effor ts, and the second is tor the British to 

exert all t heir materi al and mor a l equipment t o resist 

an attack and continue the fight. The greatest par t, 

however, I believe i s ours . We mus t encourage in 

every way t hose who are in the first line of battle . 

We ·must prove our purpose in fact and example and we 

must prove it speedily and unflaggingl.y . \'le mu~t hold 

to t he principles whi ch we know a r e right although 

their implementation may require newer methods and. at 

the right moment we must be r eady to say the word and 

do the deed that will save f r om destruction all that 

we know makes life a good and noble t hing. It is the 

oonviotion 

-
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conviction of tho significance or our part in the 

struggle, both tor our own salvation a s well as for 

the benef it or the world, t hat induces me to write 

and I hope that you will consider what I have said in 

that light. 

I can not close wi thout expressing to you my gr a t­

itude for t he consider at ion which you showed me dur i ng 

my s t ay in Washington and I need not s ay how gr atified 

I am that the continuity of your policies , or whioh we 

oursel ves were alwaye assured, has now been brought to 

the conviction or the governments and peoples abroad . 

Very faithfUlly yours , 

~QU~ \~ . 

, 
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JIIU leei• 
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2) S.pteli><r 191D 

telAc:r- »r~ )166 f'r'oa; Roo••~lt. to ~b.U.l, d,a\44 
2) S.pt.eoober 19LO. 

ln~qred by Cb.W'cbUl'a hle&rP ot 24 Sept.elllber 19l.o­
t1lod. herein. 
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TH[ UNDER SECRETARY Or ST.t.U 

WASHINGTON 

Septeaber 2~, 1940 

IIJ' dear Mr. Preeident: 

I am euba1tt1ng to 70u herewith a eugguted 

answer to Mr. Churchill'• aeeaage to 70u or Sepo­

tecber 22. 

General Maraball baa told 11111 that the loading 

or t hese rinea 1a going on da7 and night and that 

the deta1la tor the tranerer ot the r1nu to the 

Br1t1ab Purobee1ng co .. 1aa1on are being oonoluded 

through the U. 8. Steel Corporation. 

BelieTe ae 

Eno. 

The Prea1dent, 

The White Houae. 
. - --
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aept.-.er ea, 11~ 

liT 4ear 11r. Pree14ellt 1 

I .. .a11111Ulq tD Jft beNYlUI a ngeete4 

........ to Ill'· Obu'olllll'• ........ , ... , .. p-

·---· ... ae.eral. ,...._11 baa .. 14 • Uaat lila :..o.._ 
ot u. .. , r1n11 1t plllf oa 4aJ ud atpt .-4 tbllt 

•• 4etalle tor •• ,._,,. •t 1M rtn" " .. 
11'1 Ulb Jlvobulq eo-1111.. U'l bllal •lllll•eH 

tllftqb tile Uo I. ltHl OorpoNUIII• 

lellen • 

lat. 

!Ill Prea14nt. 

ftle llbltl ...... 
' 
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