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11 September 1939, Letter from Roosevelt to Churchill,

5 March 1940, Telegram # 18 from Roosevelt to Churchill.

16 May 1940, Telegram #872 from Roosevelt to Churchill,

30 May 1940. ILetter from Roosevelt to Churchill.

13 June 1940. Telegrams from Hoosevelt to Churchill and Heynaund.
12 July 1940 (7). Undated lstter from Roosevelt to Lord Lothian,

British Embassy, requesting him to express appreciation to
Churehill.

?.9 August 1940. Letters from Roocsevelt to Churchill and Mackenzle
m.

23 September 1940. Telegram #3166 from Roosevelt to Churchill.
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11 September 153%

Latter from Preaident Roosavelt to Winaton Churchill,
11 Septesber 1939.
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S March 15L0

Copy of telegram #l18 from Hoosewelt to Churchill,
dated 5 March 1940,

For exchange of letters between President Roosevalt and
Secretary of State Hull concerning this telegram, see
correspondence filsd under date of 11 November 1541,
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TELEGRAM SENT
COPY:88 ORAY
March 5, 15L0
3 Dale
AMERICAN EMBASSY
LOKNDON
L18

Your 490, February 28, 8 p.r.

Flease convey {ollowing message to the Naval Person
from the President.

QUOTE Upon my return to Washington, I received your
measage, 1 deeply appreciate your efforts. I am having
the situation thoroughly studied and will communicate with
you further as soon as possible. END QUOTE

Roocsevelt.
HULL
(cwa)

Bur JDH:DG PA/D A-D

EGRADED
gacmﬁﬁl_l‘ B



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH NOTON

4 )fi'r -4-4:{- /’?&ﬁ-ﬂb

L

3/5/40
MENORANDUM FOR THe PRESIDENT:

Adolf Berle msked me to give this to you
. . - =

this morning.
Be M. Ve
(Penoil note)

"0sE.

FeDuRa "
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DEFARTMENT OF STATE
c ASSISTANT SECRETARY

P March 5, 1940

HEORANDUK TO THE FRESIDENT

Concerning the reply to the messapge from the "Naval Person”,
Sum.'nttnr Hull asks me to suggest the attamched cable. It merely btuys
us enother forty-eight hours to work on the situation.

The principal point at issue is the Noore loCormick run to

Bergen. If that line keeps 1ts contract with Brazil, and turns over its
pi? b

ships to the Brazilian povernment, the Eiﬂrgun mmn probably would auto-
matically cease. If it is retained, arrangements could be worked out covering

the situation: but they will take a few days.

: ,l"l’-,i'lr As Ao EI_- Jre

| 0007



Marsh 5, 1940
AMERICAN EMBASSY
LONDON :
RS g,

Towr 480, Februsry 28, 8 p.m.
PFlease oonvey following message %o the Naval
person from the Presildent:

QUOTE Upon my retwrn to Vashingtem, I
reteived your msssage. I desply appresiate
your efforts. I am having the sitwatiomn
thoroughly atudied and will communicate with
You furiher as scon as possible. END QUOTE

REGRADED
Ew i JEN DG UNCLK SSIFIEL

goos



16 May 1940
Telegram Nr. 872 from Roosevelt to Churchill, dated
15 May 19L0.
Answers Churchill's telegram Nr. 1216, 15 May 19L0.

For exchangs of letters betwesen Fresident Roosevelt and
Secretary of State Hull concerning this telsgram, see
correspondence fllad under date of 11 November 191,




REGRADED
PNCLASSIFiEL

corr GRAY
May 16, 1540

1 pems
HO DISTRIBUTION
AMERTCAN EMBASSY
LONDON

are

VRO, P ¢ TUE AMESSADOR.

Tour 1215, May 15, & p.=.

Flease trunapit the following msessage from the Presidest
to the forser naval person:

QUITE I have just recelved your message and 1 am sure it
is unnecessary for me to say that I am moat happy to continue
our private correspondence as we have in the past.

I am, of course, giving every possible consideration to the
suggestions made in your message. I shall take up your specific
propooals one by one.

First, with regard to the possible loan of forty or fifty
of our older destroyers. As you know & step of that kind could
not be taken except with the specific suthorization of the
Congress and I am not certain that it would be wise for that
suggeation to be sade to the Congress at this moment, Further—
pore, it seems to me doubtful, from the standpoint of our own
defense requiremsnts, which must inevitably be linked with the
defense requiremsnts of this hemisphere and with out obligations

in tha

i i — ¢ P s e Y =
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in the Pacifie, whether we could dispose even tesmporarily of
these destroyers, PFurthermore. even if we were able to take
the step you suggest, it would be at least six or seven weeks
at a =inimem, a3 I see it, before these vessals could undertaks
active service under the British flag.

Second., We are now doing everything within sur power to
make 1t possible for thoe Allied Governments to obtain the
latest types of adrcraft in the United States.

Third, If l¥r, Furvis may receive immediste instructions

to discuss the question of anti-aireraft equipment and assunition

with the appropriate authorities here in Washington, the nost

favorable consideration will be glven to the request made in the
light of our own defense needs and requirements,

Fourth. MNr, Purvis bas already taken up with the appropriate
authorities hers the purchase of stesl in the United States and
I understand that satisfactery arrangements have been made,

Fifth. I shall give further consideration to your muggestion
with regard to the visit of the nited 3tates Squadron to Irish
ports.

Sixth, As you know, the American flest is now concentrated at
Hawali where it will remain at least for the time baing,

I shall commnicate with you again as soon as I feel able
to make a final decision with regard to some of the other
mitters dealt with in your sesasage and I hope you will feal fies

to commmicate with me in this way at any tise,

0011
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The best of luck to you. UKQUOTE

Franklin Roosevelt.

HULL
(sw)

BN :Id
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30 May 1510

Latter from Boosawvelt to Churchill) dated 30 May 1940,

Anewsrs Churchill's latter of 7 May 15L0, enclosing &
repart "The Battls of the River Plate."




Nay 30, 1840,
Ry dsay Chmrelills-

Ever oo many Whanks for that
resarkshbly isterseiiag story of the Battle

of the Ever Flate -- a grand job hy your
thaes oruisers.

Yeu aye mmch is uy thoughts.
I neod ot t9ll you thal.

s ever yowre,

i
!
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13 Jure 1900

Telegrams from the President to Frime Minister Churchill
and Prime Minister faynaud, dated 13 Juns 19L0.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1940

My dear Mr, President: )

In aocordance with your request, I am returning
to you herewlth the original drafts of ths telegrams
sent this morning after our conference,

Belisve me | - -
.1313\11: yours, |
[\ .' ( ( :
R \-‘ v-J
Enos,

The Fresident,
The White House.

‘ 0016
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PREFANING OFFIGE TELEGHAM SEHT To BE TRANSMITTED

WLk INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE

Collect WORCONT IDENTIAL CODE

C Degart
s Beparhinent of Siale_ PANTAIR

FLAIN
Charge to THE WHITE HOUBE
s . Washinglon,

June 13, 1840

AMERICAN EMBASHY
PARIB

Y FoR THD AMBASSADOR FROM THE

PRESIDENT.

Please do whatever may be poseible to communicate
the following mesgsage immedliately to the Prime Minlater:

QUOTE Your megs /A ulguud me very deeply. Aas I
have already stated to you and to Mr. Churchill, this
Government la dniﬁg everything in lte power to make avall-
able to the Allied Governmenta the material they so urgently
require nﬁi:mr efforta to do stlll more are belng re-

doubled. 'H;L-'-hl-h /\»«ﬁlun:im iy

The :ugnlﬂcent resistances of the French es has

profoundly impresesed the American pmp’lu.&hny hope and
they ieve that the efforts of the Allied Governments

to overcom e powera which are seek to impose on the

can and must

be pucoessful in or iberty and

t the cause of

REGRADED
e PNCLASSIFIE ..
Sent by opevedor — M. . et P 0

JO18



NOT TO BE RECORDED OR ConFiRMED IhGJi(Tis [courby EI@Tnmum BY THE TELEGRAPH OPERATOR

PAEPAR|KA CIFTHCL TELEGHAM EEHT TO B TRANSMITIESD

WILL INDICATE WETHEN COMFIDENTLAL DODE

Collect BOSONF IDENTLAL CODE

. Beparinment of State
o= PR

Charge 1 THE WHITE HOUSE

[ Washington,

demooracy may t real peace may once again
be established, I Ylotion that however

deaperate or the situation may nowngeem, Af the ocon-

VIS \K‘th.ﬂ-t/i hragd s dalioead Eal.uu-t.

ok Tl o m*dmr.& bucrons!
Ej M-,{-,_ and, vt A Ao \M

U:aW: MY
Enclphered by .
Serd by opercdor W s P e e ST
T O, B—Na 83 L e T e
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Undated
(12 July 19%07)

. Undated letter from Roosevelt to Lord Lothian, British

Embassy, roquasting him to express appreciaticn te
Churdaill.

Answers Lord Lothian's letter of 9 July 1940, transmitting
a message to the President from Charchill.
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THE WHITE HQUEE
WASHINGTON

July 11, 1940

MEMORANDUN POR /
THE BEORETARY OF BTATR

For preparation of reply
to Lothian.

‘ F. D. R.

Enclosures fir/t=d
Secret letter to the President 7/9/40
from Lord lothlian, British Embassy,
encloeing & copy of a telegram to the
President from the Primé Minister re-

garding the appt. of the Duke of Windsor

ge Governor of the Behamas. % Saye
the Prime Minleter was particularly

anxioue that the P. should have advance

information of this appt. However due
to the recelpt of the message in a
corrupt form and aleo due to leakage

it was necessary to arrange for the appt.

to be announced this evenling by the
British Broadcassting Company."



DEPARTMERTY OF OTATE
WASHIRGATON

July 12, 1940

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to your memorandum of July 11,1940,
I am returning herewlth Lord Lothian's letter, together
with a draft of a reply which you may care to send to
him,

Faithfully yours,

" Enclosures:
1. From Lord Lothian,

July 9, 1940,
2. Draft.

The President,
The White House.
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UL 19 1940

Ry dsar Br. Presldsat)

With referentes %o Jyour nesorendwm of July 11,1840,
1 an peturning hevewith Lord Lothisa's letter, Sogelher

with a d&raft of a reply whish you may sare e send %o
him.

Falthiwlly yeurs,
(M.u [,!mw '

Rl orures |

1. Eﬁ#ﬂ-,

Tae Presidsat,
The Waite Newss.
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19 August 190

Latters from Roosavelt to Churchill (through Ambassador
Esnrmdy) and Mackenzie King, dated 17 August 1900, en=
closing copy of Alsxander Kirk's lstter of 29 July 1940
to the Fresident.
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Oopy of Alexander Kirk's letter of July 38, 1940,

Momorahle Winstom Chmerohdll, R,0.,

-'I'I!
t-l.l-l
fine Job
The
Frime .
Tagiand.
(aoloswre)

i,
n wi

My dear




park, ¥. Y.
‘_Lu-utn.nil.

_Dear Mackemsiet-

I thiok this will interest yom.
I% was over two wesks on ite may from Berlia
and coming from sa aeriocsn, lomg & resldent
in Osvmany, 1% has sspecial walus. The
writer was, I think, imolined %o be pro-—asi
wp %o the time of the Hsaloh Conferemoce.

As ever yours,

(Enclosurs) Copy of Alexander Kirk's lstter of July 39, 1940,

o028



Hyds N T,

metet 19, 1085,
Dear Alext- .

L3

It is good, indesd, %0 get your letier —

and your “svalmtion® of the sitmation conforms
to =y om .
LT 7 You will have read of my meeting with
Nackemsie King on Saturday. i complete mestliag

of the misds is always satisfachery and, in-
oldsntally, both the iserican and Canadlan

progreas avs dsiag well,
Ry best wishes %o you,

Oweys sinoersly,

0029



Berlin, July 29, 19840.

My dear Mr. Prealdent:

I fully realize that you are not'to be importuned

with lengthy or superfluous messages but there is &
matter much on my mind and one which I dare not treat
by telegraphic report.

It is perhaps encmalous that at a time when the
entire world seems tc be concentrated on the mechanics
of war the main emphasis in rumor amd report, et least
ingofar as Berlin is canu;rnud. has lately been on the
subject of peace between England and CGermany. It is
futile to nrgﬁn about the possible origin of these
rumors for it is as easy to find uupﬁqrﬁ for the opin-
ion that they are inspired as it is to believe that
they ?ru the manifestation of & natural inclination on

the

The President,

The White Housea.
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the pert of war-tired peoples. It is useless elsc to
test the sincerity of these expressions, for again it
is not only impossible to place the responsibility for
their utterance on any partioular source, but also to
strike en acourate belance of the reletive advantages
from the German stendpoint of &n immediate peace with
Englend, The fact remalns that telk is insistent on
this subject and within the last few days thres private
individuals, an Americen, a Hollander and & Swede, have
brought me stories of peace efforts allegedly sponsored
by high Nazi officials, but decidedly not by Hitler him-
8elf -- stories which I could not report in detall owlng
to the-certaln danger involved to the individumls them-
salvas,

The purpose of this letter, however, is not to
evaluate these rumored sctivitlies in relation to Nazi
alms or polioies. My purpose is solely to reglster my
profound conviction that any concession on the part of
the British GCovermnment now would destroy forever the
chence of eradicating the forces which are threatening
cur own olvilization. In saying this I am not thinking
of England itself for,if I did, I might hesitate at the
thought of the terrific devastation which may well be
in prospect and of which the beglnning is now belng met

from
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from week to week. Hitler has always tried to at-

tain his aims et the lowest possible cost to himself
and has so far triumphed in that policy, but there has
never been &ny doubt that in the lest enslys=is he would
and he must pey any price to attein his ends if they
can not be otherwise achieved. There 1s every reason
to believe that he wante to finish this particular
phese of. the war, whether for the purpose of turning ...
his war mechine in other directions or of indulging in
expressing his colossal ege through rebtuilding in his
own wey on the ruins of what he will have destroyed.

A short war requires, in the first place, the speedy
subjugation of England either through the peace he might
be ready to negotiate now or through the same or worse
methods than those which prevalled in France, and, in
the second place, the certainty that with England si-
lenced the forces of demooracy would be annihilated.

A8 regards the Iirst requirement, the greatest triumph
for Hitler would be & humiliating and unjust peace
wrenched from Enplend without a fight, for the hope is
justified that even the conquest of the British Isles
need not end resistance. As for the second requirement
the greatest factor is our own country and, I firmly
believe, the controlling factor. Hitler hes mever lost

sight of the United States although there are times when

he
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he believes that he can disregard our part on the
ground of the time element involved. Within the last
few weeks, however, I feel that his anxiety on our
account has redoubled. He sees what we are dbing and
that we shall not stop, and he must know that we con-
~atitute a.problem which even he can ngt golve, It is
natural to say that there is a limit to & ocne-man show
énd thaet in time Hitler must eradicate himself. That
mey be true but the rate of his progress reduces the
saving grace of the timg factor and the force which he
hes developed can be stopped only by force., The first
stend in this struggle is fo{ England to hold ocut against
any peace sfforts, and the second is for the British to
exert a1l their material and moral egquipment to resist
an attack and continue the fight. The greatest part,
however, I believe is ocurs. We must encourege in
every wey those who are in the first line of battle.
We must prove our purpose in fact and exemple and we
must prove it speedily and unflaggingly. We must hold
to the prineiples which we know are right although
thelr implementation may reguire newer methodsa and at
the right moment we must be ready to say the word and
do the deed that will save from destructlon all that
we know mekes life a good and noble thing., It is the

gonviotion
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conviction of the significance of our part in the
struggle, both for our own salvation as well as for
the benefit of the world, thqt induces me to write
and I hope that you will conslider what I have said in
that light.

I can not close without expressing to you my grat-
itude for the conslderation which you showed me during
my stay in Washington and I need not say how gratified
I am that the continulty of your policies, of which we
ourselves were always assured, has now been broﬁght to

the conviction of the governments and pecples abroad.

Very faithfully yours,

0034



Aungust 28, 1940.

Dear Joeie

The President has asked me %0
send you the enclosed letter for Mr,
Ghwrohill, Will you please be good
“H-ltlihllﬂlﬂl

¥e are all thinking of you
muoh these days.

with affestionate regards 18
whish the Presideni Joins,

Aa sver,

Hemorable Joseph P, Kennsdy,
Ambrisan Esbessy

oty

(Emelosure)
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23 Septesber 150

Telsgram lr. 3166 from Roosewelt to Churchill, dated
23 Septasber 15L0.

Answered by Churchill's telsgram of 2l Septembar 1GL0—
filsd hersin.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

September 23, 1940

My dear Mr. Fresldent:

I am submitting to you herewith a suggested
answer to Mr. Churchill's meesage to you of BSep-
tember Z2E.

General Marshall has told me that the loading
of these rifles is golng on day and night and that
the detalls for the tranafer of the rifles to the
Britieh Purchasing Commiseion are beilng concluded
through the U. 8. Bteel Corporatlion.

Belleve me

Falthfully yours,

My

Enoc.

The Fresident,
The White House.
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Septesber 23, 1940

Ky dsar Nr. Presldent!

I am submitting t%o you berewlith a suggested
answer to Nr. Churchill's message to you of Sap-
tember 22.

General Marshall has $0ld me that the losding
of these rifles is going on day and night and that
the details for the tramefer of the rifles to the
British Purchasing Commission are being concluded
through the U. 5. Btesl Corporation.

Balisve me

Plllhﬁlu Jours,

SLLler wallek

Eno.

. '\_"L""«..--q-.-;.-1I 'r'__ru. ._j_” -IF 4‘ (’M/‘?er. g
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Septombor £3, 1940

N

Your X188, Septamber 21, nooa.

PERSONAL AND QEEEEEFTOR FORMER RAVAL PERSON FRON
WE PRAESIDENT.

QUOTE As socm a8 Jour message was reesived frem
Lerd Lothian arrangemsnts were undertaken for the re-
lease of the E00,000 Enfield rifles %o the Purchasing

Cemmission. I am infermed that the rifles are already
under wvay to Fow York for shipment. UNQUOTE
%,
": e 27T
REGRADED LAY
UNCLASSIFIED Y LR
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